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We are pleased to present the fourth annual report on the environmental 
performance of the members of the Australian Legal Sector Alliance (“AusLSA”).

FROM THE AusLSA CHAIRS 

Since launching in Australia in 2011, AusLSA has grown from eight member firms to 45. Our members are 
firms of all sizes, from across Australia, representing nearly 20 per cent of all Australian lawyers in private 
practice.

Over two thirds of our members (31 of the 45) have submitted an environmental report to AusLSA for the 
FY2013 reporting period. Of the 31 members that submitted reports, 27 have chosen to publish their 
report. We congratulate these firms for their commitment to transparency and accountability.

This rapid growth in membership and in the number of member firms reporting demonstrates a growing 
commitment to sustainability amongst the Australian legal community.

As more firms report each year, the data and trends become more representative of the sector as a 
whole. Our analysis of the trends among reporting firms this year reveals some significant achievements, 
as well as some continuing challenges.

AusLSA continues to work to help firms to understand and improve the sustainability of their operations. 
This year we have delivered a number of resources to help our members, including:

•	 insights into the sustainability principles utilised by the finance sector when procuring legal services;
•	 a checklist that embeds sustainability within an organisation through human resources;
•	 a new website that will facilitate more online collaboration; and
•	 information about how to address risk and compliance issues as firms reduce their reliance on paper.

We have also developed a sector-specific Environmental Management System to help law firms better 
understand and reduce their environmental impacts. More information is available at 
http://legalsectoralliance.com.au/AEMS

It is clear that firms that have someone who is committed to improving sustainability – a ‘champion’ or 
leader in this area – achieve the greatest improvements. By sharing their stories and environmental 
reports and by engaging with other AusLSA Members, all Australian law firms can contribute to 
improving our global environment.
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This is the fourth annual report on the 
environmental performance of AusLSA Members.

AusLSA Members report on their environmental 
performance using a set of standardised metrics 
in the areas of:

•	 electricity use
•	 greenhouse gas emissions from business 

travel
•	 paper use
•	 the provision of recycling facilities; and
•	 carbon offsetting.

Details of the methodology used in collating and 
reporting on data are presented on page 40. 

Because the number of reporting firms has grown 
steeply since AusLSA first launched, we need to 
be cautious in attributing significance to trends 
between FY2010 and today. As the number of 
reporting firms stabilises, the analysis of year-on-
year trends will become more robust.  

Throughout this report, we refer to the trends 
among the “Executive Members”. These are the 
eight member firms who have reported each year 
since FY2010, and for which the longest data set 
exists. 

On the basis of the data reported to date, we can 
see some emerging trends. We can also see that 
there are large variations across the sector for 
each of the reporting categories. 

The use of electricity is still the single biggest 
source of emissions for our Members as a whole, 
but is decreasing on a per-head basis. 

On average, 2.92 tonnes of carbon dioxide 
equivalent (“t CO2e”) were emitted for each staff 
member from firms’ electricity use during FY2013. 

Thirteen of the 15 firms that have been reporting 
since FY2011 have reduced their emissions from 
electricity use over this period. This indicates that 
the downward trend is due to firms’ energy-saving 
efforts, and not just to the increasing diversity of 
Reporting Members. 

Factors such as the age and efficiency of office 
premises, changes in headcount and the carbon 
intensity of the local grid have a strong influence 
on emissions from electricity use. However, the 
large variations between the lowest and highest 
reported emissions indicates that there are 
opportunities for firms to further reduce 
emissions from this source. 

Firms have achieved emissions reductions 
through initiatives such as installing more 
energy-efficient lighting and IT equipment and by 
encouraging more energy-efficient behaviours by 
staff (such as shutting down computers overnight).

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A growing body of data

Electricity use is decreasing
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Emissions from business travel (primarily flights) 
are showing some signs of steadying and even 
reducing among the main cohort of reporting 
firms. Average travel emissions per head for 
FY2103 were 1.93t CO2e. 

The Executive Members saw a steep increase in 
travel-related emissions between FY2010 and 
FY2012, but a slight decline (4%) since last year. 
Among the group of 26 firms that reported in 
FY2012 and again this year, we see an 

encouraging 12% reduction in emissions from 
business travel.

International firms tend to have much higher 
emissions from air travel than single-state firms, 
but there are significant variations in travel 
patterns and resulting emissions even among this 
group. Firms are encouraged to “eliminate, 
substitute and combine” business trips to reduce 
their emissions from this source.

On average, firms reported using nearly 122kg of 
paper per employee in FY2013.  This has 
decreased by around 2% since last year. 

The Executive Members have reduced their paper 
consumption since they started reporting in 

FY2010 by 12% per head, from an average of 
140kg to 123kg. 

There are still significant variations between firms’ 
paper consumption, indicating that there is room 
for greater efficiency in paper use across the sector. 

There is universal provision of recycling facilities 
for paper at reporting firms’ offices, and 
reasonably good facilities for the collection of 
other recyclables (plastic, metal and glass). Firms 

are increasingly also providing facilities for the 
diversion of organic waste to compost. E-waste is 
collected at all office locations for 20 of the 31 
reporting firms. 

Carbon offsetting by AusLSA Members increased 
from two of eight reporting firms in FY2010 to four 
of 15 firms in FY2011 and 10 of 27 firms in FY2012. 
Eleven out of 31 firms offset their carbon emissions 
in FY2013. 

This slowing of the uptake of offsetting may be 
related to an increasing focus on cost savings or to 
the introduction of the carbon price, which altered 
the incentives for voluntary carbon offsetting in 
Australia by putting a price on all carbon emissions. 

Emissions from business travel are 
levelling off after steep increases

Paper use is decreasing

Recycling facilities expanding

Carbon offsetting has slowed

carBon emiSSionS: aLL reporting FirmS carBon emiSSionS: ausLSa eXecUtive memBerS

Total emissions Electricty emissions Travel emissions

6.00

5.00

4.00

3.00

2.00

1.00

0.00

2010 (8 �rms)         2011 (15 �rms)         2012 (27 �rms)         2013 (31 �rms)

Total emissions Electricty emissions Travel emissions

6.00

5.00

4.00

3.00

2.00

1.00

0.00

2010          2011        2012          2013 

(t
 C

O
2
/h

ea
d

)

(t
 C

O
2
/h

ea
d

)



4 AusLSA environmentaL report 2012 / 2013 4

ABOUT AusLSA

An alliance of law firms promoting sustainable practices

The Australian Legal Sector Alliance (“AusLSA”) is a growing alliance of Australian law firms that share a 
mission to work collaboratively to promote sustainable practices across the legal sector.

AusLSA provides a forum for Members to share their knowledge and experience of implementing 
sustainability initiatives. Working together with the AusLSA Executive, Members help to develop tools and 
resources that can assist all Australian law firms to implement more sustainable practices.

AusLSA is a company limited by guarantee operating as a not-for-profit enterprise.

The Executive Members

AusLSA is part of a global movement that includes the Legal Sector Alliance of England & Wales and the 
Law Firm Sustainability Network, which commenced operations in the USA this year.

AusLSA was established in 2010 with a group of Executive Members: Clayton Utz, DLA Piper Australia, 
Henry Davis York, Jackson McDonald, Maddocks, McCullough Robertson, Norton Rose Fulbright 
Australia and Swaab Attorneys. These firms worked together to build the initial program framework, 
assisted by the Net Balance Foundation – the not-for-profit arm of Net Balance, a provider of 
sustainability advice, assurance and research.
 

The AusLSA Principles

All AusLSA Members have committed to the AusLSA Principles:

1. Measuring, managing and reducing the environmental impact of their operations
2. Working with external stakeholders to reduce their indirect environmental impact
3. Integrating awareness of sustainability across their business
4. Working collaboratively to engage in the public debate on sustainability to develop, apply and 

promote best practice across the sector; and
5. Reporting on progress and being accountable.

Further information about AusLSA 

is available on our website:

www.legalsectoralliance.com.au
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The purpose of the annual Australian Legal Sector Alliance (AusLSA) reporting process is two-fold: 

1. To provide a framework for AusLSA Members to track the efficiency of their operations and the 
effectiveness of their sustainability initiatives, and

2. To increase our understanding of the environmental impact of the Australian legal sector and 
develop resources to help firms to reduce their impacts. 

AusLSA Reporting

By reporting environmental impacts, AusLSA Members are making an implicit, 
public commitment to continually improve their sustainability performance.  With 
a clear understanding of operational environmental impacts, firms can identify 
areas for focus and then monitor the progression of their sustainability journey.

” 

Working together with the AusLSA Executive, Members 

help to develop tools and resources that can assist all 

Australian law firms to implement more sustainable 

practices.

” 
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WHY REPORT ON THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE 
OF LAW FIRMS?

By collating and publishing data on Australian law firms’ environmental impacts, 
AusLSA aims to:

provide a framework for members to measure their environmental impact

By regularly measuring and reporting on their environmental impact, members can identify focus areas for 
improvement and measure the effectiveness of their sustainability initiatives.

Reporting demonstrates firms’ commitment to continuous improvement in sustainability.

take an evidence-based approach to improving the environmental impact of the sector

Collating data from a range of firms helps AusLSA and its Members to see the bigger picture. We can 
identify issues and trends that impact on the sector as a whole, as well as factors that contribute to 
differences between individual firms.

This helps AusLSA to develop targeted resources that help firms to reduce their impacts.

achieve better outcomes through better measurement

The emerging trends also show that those firms who commit to monitoring and reporting on their 
environmental impact are more successful at reducing those impacts. It is also becoming clear that firms 
that have clearly designated responsibility for environmental matters are improving their sustainability 
performance faster.

collaborate to improve sector-wide sustainability

While the report contains some sector-wide averages and emerging benchmarks, its purpose is not to 
draw comparisons between firms.

AusLSA recognises that each firm’s results depend on a wide range of factors including size, client base, 
office location(s) and practice areas.

By sharing their successes and challenges, AusLSA member firms are demonstrating their commitment to 
continuous improvement and to working together to develop more sustainable working practices for the 
Australian legal sector.

” 

...those firms who commit to monitoring and reporting 

on their environmental impact are more successful at 

reducing those impacts.

” 
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ELECTRICITY

Electricity is the main source of 
emissions for reporting firms

Electricity was the main source of emissions for 
reporting firms in FY2013, making up nearly two 
thirds (61.47%) of the total reported emissions.

This is consistent with data from previous years, 
though the significance of this emissions source has 
been declining as flight emissions have increased 
among our growing membership base.

There is a wide variation in emissions from electricity 
use between firms. As discussed below, the different 
types of offices that our Members occupy and the 
carbon intensity of the local electricity grid contribute 
to these variations. The per-head emissions are also 
affected by the number of staff per floor and the 
amount of floor space used for non-office spaces such 
as client reception areas, meeting rooms, dedicated 
print rooms, catering and other facilities.

Building performance and 
office location have an impact 
on emissions from electricity

Office buildings are the key physical asset used 
by most law firms. For most firms, electricity 
consumption in the office premises they occupy is 
largely determined by the age and efficiency of the 
building and its fit-out.

The location of an office also has an impact on the 
carbon intensity of its electricity use because of 
variations in the fuel mix used to generate electricity 
for the local grid. For example, one kilowatt-hour 
of electricity consumed in Victoria (which is heavily 
dependent on brown coal for electricity generation) 
results in around 1.24 tonnes of CO2e emissions. 
Using the same amount of electricity in Tasmania 
will generate only 0.08 tonnes of CO2e, due to the 
high proportion of renewable sources in that state’s 
generation mix.1

Changes in headcount can impact 
on electricity use per person

Overall, AusLSA Members have reduced carbon 
emissions from electricity use per head by 10% in the 
last three years and by 1% since last year. Average 
emissions from this source among all member firms 
were 2.92 t CO2e per head in FY2013.

Many of the firms that reported increased 
emissions per head had a reduction 
in the number of employees 
without a 

corresponding reduction in floor space. It takes roughly 
the same amount of energy to operate office premises 
regardless of the number of occupants, and the long-
term nature of most commercial lease arrangements 
mean that it is difficult to adjust floor space to match 
changes in staffing levels.

Electricity consumption is trending 
down among reporting firms

As a group, the eight Executive Members that 
have been reporting on their environmental 
impacts since 2010 have reduced their emissions 
from electricity use by 19% in three years and by 
11% in the past year alone.

The 26 firms that reported both this year and last 
year have seen an overall decrease in emissions 
from electricity use of 7% in the last year. Within this 
group, 18 firms individually achieved reductions in 
emissions from electricity use per head, with the 
reductions ranging from 1% to an impressive 30%.

Reducing emissions from electricity 
use: what works?

The reductions in average and individual firms’ 
emissions from electricity use this year show that 
even with variations in the age, design and location 
of firms’ premises, firms can reduce emissions from 
electricity use.

Measuring and understanding electricity usage and 
learning from other members’ successes are key 
starting points.

AusLSA Members have achieved significant 
reductions by undertaking projects such as:

•	 replacing all light fittings with energy efficient 
units (such as T5 lights) and replacing halogen 
bulbs with LEDs;

•	 reducing the number of computers left on 
overnight from 30% to less than 5%; and

•	 taking energy efficiency into account when 
selecting a new PC fleet, with solid state drives 
replacing disk drives and new LED 
monitors replacing old LCD 
monitors.

1 Source: http://www.aemo.com.au/Electricity/Settlements/Carbon-Dioxide-Equivalent-Intensity-Index

AusLSA environmentaL report 2012 / 2013 
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BUSINESS TRAVEL

Flights are the second-largest 
source of emissions

The second most significant source of emissions 
for Reporting Members overall came from business 
travel. The reported data includes emissions from 
flights, taxis, hire cars, company vehicles and 
personal vehicles, but does not include employees’ 
travel to and from work.

Flights are by far the most significant contributor 
to business travel emissions, generating 87% of 
travel emissions and 37% of the total emissions of all 
reporting firms.

Emissions from business travel are 
steadying after steep increases

The Executive Members’ overall emissions from 
business travel have increased dramatically since 
FY2010, though the increase swung into a slight 
reverse and declined by 4% in FY2013 compared with 
FY2012. Almost all of this increase is due to increases 
in air travel.

If we look only at the group of 26 firms that reported 
in FY2012 and again this year, we see an encouraging 
12% reduction in emissions from business travel. 
Seventeen of those 26 firms managed to reduce their 
air travel, with 12 recording reductions of between 
20% and 53%. We will watch this trend with interest in 
coming years.

Emissions vary significantly between 
reporting firms

There are large variances in emissions from business 
travel among AusLSA Members. Travel emissions 
ranged from 3% of a firm’s total carbon emissions up 
to 89%.

These variations largely follow firms’ geographic 
footprints, with single-state firms having an average 
of 0.53 tonnes CO2e per head from business travel, 

as compared with 4.09 tonnes CO2e per head for 
international firms. Even within these geographical 
groupings, though, there are significant variations; 
some firms from each group have flight emissions 
well below the average.

Reducing emissions from business 
travel: what works?

In the legal sector, travel is – and is likely to remain 
– an important part of doing business. Managing 
emissions from air travel is a long-term challenge, 
and one that increases as firms expand and increase 
their presence nationally and internationally.

However, given the continuing increase in emissions 
from this source and its significance in firms’ overall 
emissions profile, it is important to ensure that travel 
has the highest possible business impact with the 
lowest possible environmental impact.

Business travel also represents an increasing financial 
cost for both law firms and their clients. With 
continuous improvement in connective technologies 
such as video-conferencing, firms may reconsider 
the business case for video-meetings and the value 
that these technologies can offer to them and their 
clients.

Firms can bring both costs and emissions down if 
they strive to ‘eliminate, substitute or combine’ trips, 
aiming to ensure that:

•	 Each trip is necessary,
•	 Alternatives to travel are considered, and
•	 Opportunities to combine trips are taken 

whenever possible.

Firms that have reduced their travel emissions 
have often invested in, and promoted the use of, 
video-conferencing (both desktop-based and also 
telepresence-style systems). Stricter policies and 
procedures for approving business travel can also 
have a significant impact on emissions from this 
source.
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PAPER

Paper use is trending slightly 
down overall

Paper is perhaps the most significant, and most 
tangible, physical input to law firms’ work.

AusLSA Members consumed on average 121.8kg 
of paper per employee for FY2013. This represents 
a drop of 2% from FY2012 (124.5kg) and 4% from 
FY2011 (127kg).

As a group, the Executive Members, have achieved 
a 12% reduction in their paper use since FY2010, 
including 6% in the last 12 months.

Paper use varies widely

Paper consumption among reporting firms this year 
varies from 50kg per head to 191.5kg.

Unlike other sustainability metrics, paper use does not 
increase with firm size. On the contrary, larger firms use 
slightly less paper per head, perhaps due to a capacity 
to implement more efficient paper-use processes.

While there are legitimate reasons for paper use 
to vary, such as matter type and even the nature of 
individual matters, the size of the variation between 
lowest and highest per-person paper consumption 
suggests that there is much room for improving the 
efficiency of paper use across the sector.

Some firms have increased their paper use per 
head. This may, in part, be explained by paper use 
remaining unchanged following a reduction in staff 
numbers. This trend requires further investigation, 
but may indicate that workload has been maintained 
despite the reduced number of employees.

Reducing paper consumption: 
what works?

By measuring and reporting on paper consumption, 
AusLSA Members can better understand the 
amounts of paper consumed, the way it is used, and 
opportunities for reducing consumption.

Sophisticated electronic document management 
systems are now commonplace in law firms and 
practitioners are increasingly relying on electronic 
documents. While the main motivations may be 
increased efficiency and mobility, the environmental 
impacts are also significant.

Other initiatives such as print-release software, 
default double-sided printing and even electronic 
billing are further reducing law firms’ paper use.

AusLSA Members have also been investigating how 
to choose paper with fewer environmental impacts. 
At a recent roundtable discussion, AusLSA Members 
shared their knowledge about choosing paper types 
and discussed the challenges of understanding the 
environmental credentials of different brands and 
avoiding ‘greenwashing’.
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RECYCLING

CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES
“Offsetting” refers to the act of purchasing carbon 
credits that represent reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions achieved by others. When a carbon credit 
(also known as an ‘offset’) is purchased, the funds are 
typically invested in projects that deliver renewable 
energy, energy efficiency or carbon sequestration 
outcomes.

Offsetting alone is not a solution for global greenhouse 
gas emissions reduction. The primary goal of carbon 
management should be to reduce carbon output 
as much as possible. When implemented carefully, 
though, offsetting has a role to play in addressing the 
climate challenge.

The AusLSA Environmental Report provides an 
opportunity for firms to declare their offsetting 
activities; however we do not provide a ‘net’ carbon 
figure that includes the offset.

AusLSA’s reporting methodology captures two types of 
offsetting activities:

•	 Voluntary carbon offsetting, and
•	 The purchase of ‘green’ electricity from energy 

retailers.

Members’ carbon offset purchases decreased from 
5,435 tonnes in FY2012 to 4,615 tonnes this year. The 
number of firms engaged in some form of offsetting 
during the reporting period increased by only one, 
despite a significant increase in the number of 
reporting firms.

Purchasing ‘green’ electricity is still the most popular 
means of offsetting, with a total of 10 firms using this 
method. Only three firms purchased carbon credits 
directly.

Previous years’ reports indicated a growing interest 
in offsetting, which seems to have slowed this year. 
This may be related to an increased focus by firms on 
reducing costs, or possibly to the implementation of 
the carbon price.

There was some uncertainty prior to the introduction of 
the carbon price in Australia as to whether there would 
continue to be a role for voluntary offsetting under a 
national carbon scheme. The current position is that the 
purchase of ‘green’ electricity is counted as additional 
to Australia’s national emissions reduction targets, so 
it contributes to lower emissions overall. The proposed 
abolition of the carbon price under the new Coalition 
government will bring further changes that are likely to 
affect voluntary carbon offsetting in Australia.

Effective waste management reduces the total 
volume of waste material generated, and increases 
the proportion of waste material being diverted from 
landfill to recycling facilities. Less waste sent to landfill 
is a positive environmental outcome in itself, and also 
reduces CO2e emissions from the decomposition of 
organic matter.

The AusLSA Reporting Tool records data on firms’ 
provision of recycling facilities, rather than the volume 
of waste and recycling generated. This is because of 
the practical difficulties associated with calculating 
the volume of waste and conducting waste audits. 
The lack of available data on waste generation and 
recycling volumes remains a barrier to efficient 
environmental reporting. However, with similar 
business and environmental pressures applying to 
landlords, it is becoming more common for building 
management to measure and analyse building waste 
and provide this data to their tenants.

All of the reporting firms provide facilities for recycling 
paper and cardboard. Nearly all provide for glass and 
plastic recycling (95% and 92% respectively).

76% of offices had facilities and processes for the 
collection and removal of e-waste.

Nearly one third of offices covered by the reports 
are now also providing facilities for the diversion 
of organic waste to compost. This is an increase 
of 30% since FY2010. This is significant, since the 
decomposition of organic waste is a significant source 
of greenhouse gas emissions from landfill.

Increasing use of recycling facilities: 
what works?

The provision of recycling facilities is only the first 
step: partners and staff need to sort materials 
correctly in order to reduce the total volume of 
waste sent to landfill. Achieving behaviour change 
is usually an incremental process. It takes more than 
just signage – firms that use active engagement, 
consultation and communication with staff are more 
likely to see improvements in the amount of waste 
sent to landfill.
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EMERGING INDUSTRY BENCHMARKS
One of AusLSA’s objectives is to develop environmental benchmarks for Australian law firms based on the data 
submitted by our Members.

The environmental footprint of law firms is affected by a number of factors, including the number of staff, the 
type of work they do, the number of offices and the number of states and countries in which they operate.

AusLSA Members most naturally fall into four groupings for this purpose:

•	 Firms operating solely in one state of Australia (Single-state firms),
•	 Firms operating in two states of Australia (Two-state firms),
•	 Firms operating in more than two states of Australia (National firms), and
•	 Firms that have offices in Australia, but are part of a multi-national business (International firms).

These groupings also largely reflect the size of the firms in terms of numbers of employees.

The following chart sets out the lowest and average emissions from various sources, and paper use per head, 
among all reporting firms.

beNCHMARKS 2013 SINGLE-STATE TWO-STATE NATIONAL INTERNATIONAL

NO. FIRMS 12 7 6 6

Lowest Average Lowest Average Lowest Average Lowest Average

Headcount 6 154 96 338 237 1,049 13 1,109

total co2 (CO2e tonnes/head) 1.74 3.04 2.82 4.06 1.58 3.71 5.35 7.23

electricity (CO2e tonnes/head) 1.23 2.20 1.83 2.56 1.30 2.80 1.00 3.05

Flights (CO2e tonnes/head) 0.07 0.53 0.40 1.42 0.16 0.84 1.73 4.09

travel (CO2e tonnes/head) 0.13 0.83 0.43 1.49 0.28 0.90 1.85 4.17

paper consumption (kg/head) 54.89 122.99 105.33 124.53 67.24 121.28 47.98 108.64

beNCHMARKS 2012 SINGLE-STATE TWO-STATE NATIONAL INTERNATIONAL

NO. FIRMS 8 9 5 5

Lowest Average Lowest Average Lowest Average Lowest Average

Headcount 6 140 65 237 410 920 11 994

total co2 (CO2e tonnes/head) 2.28 2.83 1.81 3.55 2.24 3.91 4.37 7.82

electricity (CO2e tonnes/head) 1.24 2.10 1.50 2.49 1.88 2.66 1.39 3.00

Flights co2 (CO2e tonnes/head) 0.08 0.49 0.08 0.97 0.34 1.19 0.77 4.66

travel co2 (CO2e tonnes/head) 0.09 0.73 0.28 1.05 0.36 1.25 0.85 4.81

paper consumption (kg/head) 51.30 113.43 80.96 127.44 80.78 115.74 71.44 117.38

Australian Legal Sector

Green Themes
AusLSA has developed Green Themes, a program to help focus the sustainability efforts at your firm on 
one material impact at a time. 

Each quarter we will be focussing on a new theme and providing resources, tips, case studies and 
inspiration to give you new ideas and keep you motivated. 

Subscribe to the AusLSA newsletter to receive updates or visit the Green Themes website: 
www.legalsectoralliance.com.au/greenthemes
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What can we learn from this data?

The following general observations can be made about the differences between the firms in these groups:

1. Generally, CO2e emissions per head increase along with the number of jurisdictions in which a firm 
operates. Single-state firms produce fewer emissions per head than two-state firms, which in turn are 
more efficient than national and international firms. There could be a number of reasons for this:

o    Electricity use per head tends to be higher the more offices a firm has. Larger firms with multiple 
locations are more likely to have electricity use associated with client floors, corporate kitchens 
and other facilities such as dedicated print rooms.

o    Understandably, air travel tends to be greater for multi-location firms and most notably for firms 
with international connections. However, some firms with multiple office locations have air travel 
significantly lower than the average for their group, indicating that reducing flights is possible.

o    Smaller firms tend to be more adaptable. With fewer people, it may be easier to introduce change.

2. Paper use per head is marginally lower at large international firms, perhaps indicating greater investment 
in electronic filing systems and efficient paper-use technologies.

Measuring and reporting are the foundation of positive change

While the differences in firms’ individual characteristics mean that it is not possible to draw direct comparisons, 
the significant variations in environmental performance between firms in each group indicate that proactive and 
innovative sustainability initiatives can have excellent results.

For individual firms, establishing a baseline for their environmental footprint and comparing this with other, 
similar firms can help to identify opportunities for improvement.

By exchanging knowledge and experience of best-practice sustainability initiatives with other AusLSA Members, 
firms can significantly improve the sustainability of their operations.

WHAT NEXT?

The Foundation Members carefully considered AusLSA’s mission when establishing the organisation and 
agreed upon ‘promoting sustainability’.  Since launching in 2011, we have been focussing our attention on 
environmental sustainability; however, a broader sustainability agenda has always been the objective. 

The AusLSA Executive Members are currently investigating how to expand the program to include social 
sustainability issues; those that affect people, such as diversity, well-being and community engagement. We 
have commenced conversations with other organisations to determine how AusLSA can enhance the social 
sustainability reporting and programs in which Australian law firms already participate.  Our ambition is to 
develop our reporting framework to facilitate the collation of Members ‘Corporate Responsibility’ profiles. 

We will be undertaking a consultation process with AusLSA Members to ensure that any changes to the 
program are relevant, valuable and add to the current legal sector corporate responsibility landscape. 
Please contact AusLSA if you would like to participate (info@legalsectoralliance.com.au). 
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NAME OF FIRM Ashurst

contact Hardy Rose

contact emaiL hardy.rose@ashurst.com

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 1,375

FLoor area 35,554m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

Ashurst Australia, formerly Blake Dawson, is one of Australia’s premium law firms 
offering a complete range of commercial law services to a diverse range of public 
and private sector clients within the Asia Pacific region. The firm has 180 partners 
and over 1300 employees working across 6 Australian offices. Ashurst’s 
commitment to corporate social responsibility is core to all aspects of our 
operations and includes community involvement, diversity, place to work and 
environmental initiatives. As part of our global merger with Ashurst LLP, the firm 
looks forward to continuing to build its environmental management program 
both globally and in the region. This commitment is supported by an active 
National Environment Committee, operating in all offices. 

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e) 

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 3.40 - -

        company vehicles 1.09 - -

        refrigerants 5.91 - -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 5,436.87 3.95 0.15

Scope 3

        Flights 3,457.69 2.51 0.10

        taxis 139.80 0.10 -

        hire cars 1.90 - -

        personal vehicles 6.59 - -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 0.00

voluntary carbon offsetting 0.00

TOTAL 0.00

TOTAL EMISSIONS 9,053.25

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 6.58

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.25

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 173,161.02

recycled paper 0%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 100%

gLaSS 100%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 125.94 4.87

Firm LocationS

metaL 83%

e-WaSte 67%

organic 83%

purchased 
electricity 
60.05% 

Flights
38.19% 

taxis
1.54%

This is the first year in which Ashurst Australia has submitted 
a report as part of its membership of AusLSA and is pleased 
to have the opportunity to establish a benchmark for its 
future efforts, particularly focused on electricity emissions. 

The firm looks forward to its move in Sydney (our biggest 
emissions producer) into a 5 star energy rated building in 
2015 to support its ongoing “Switch Off” Campaigns in each 
office and IT- effected reductions in “power down” time. The 
current level of international flights will be kept under review 
as part of integration and national flights reduced through an 
increasing use of technologies such as virtual classroom and 
telepresence. Paper use is expected to fall through the 
implementation of our recently launched File Management 
Protocol, which sets firmwide standards for electronic filing. 

other
0.21%
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NAME OF FIRM BlandsLaw Pty Ltd

contact Jennifer Brown

contact emaiL jennifer.brown@blandslaw.com.au

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 6

FLoor area 80m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

Employment Law Firm.

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e)  

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 0.00 - -

        company vehicles 8.21 1.37 0.10

        refrigerants 0.02 - -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 7.36 1.23 0.09

Scope 3

        Flights 10.97 1.83 0.14

        taxis 8.99 1.50 0.11

        hire cars 0.21 0.04 -

        personal vehicles 0.00 - -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 0.00

voluntary carbon offsetting 0.00

TOTAL 0.00

TOTAL EMISSIONS 35.76

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 5.96

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.45

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 329.31

recycled paper 80%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 100%

gLaSS 0%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 54.89 4.11

Firm LocationS

metaL 0%

e-WaSte 0%

organic 0%

purchased 
electricity 
20.57% Flights

30.68% 

other
0.64%

taxis
25.13% 

company
vehicles
22.97% 
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NAME OF FIRM Carroll & O’Dea 

contact John Carroll

contact emaiL jcarroll@codea.com.au

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 160

FLoor area 3,015m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

Carroll & O’Dea provides a broad range of legal services with a key focus on 
litigation, property, commercial, compensation, employment and industrial law.     
Carroll and O’Dea is based in the Sydney CBD with offices in Parramatta, 
Wollongong, Newcastle, Campbelltown and Canberra ACT. We are committed to 
reducing our environmental impact and promoting sustainable practices across 
our offices. Through the implementation of our sustainability policy, we have 
created a framework for understanding and managing our impact on the 
environment, including by conducting green audits, to evaluate adherence to our 
sustainability policy. The firm is an active member of the NSW Office of 
Environment and Heritage’s Sustainability Advantage Program and has many 
internal sustainability initiatives covering energy usage, recycling and staff 
awareness of sustainability practices in the workplace.

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e) 

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 0.00 - -

        company vehicles 0.00 - -

        refrigerants 1.28 0.01 -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 403.93 2.52 0.13

Scope 3

        Flights 40.95 0.26 0.01

        taxis 0.23 - -

        hire cars 1.44 0.01 -

        personal vehicles - - -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 0.00

voluntary carbon offsetting 0.00

TOTAL 0.00

TOTAL EMISSIONS 447.83

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 2.8

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.15

There was no data available for staff personal car usage.  
Most staff travel between office locations via public rail 
transportation.    

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 21,854.45

recycled paper 18%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 100%

gLaSS 100%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 136.59 7.24

Firm LocationS

metaL 100%

e-WaSte 0%

organic 0%

purchased 
electricity 
90.20% 

Flights
9.15% 

other
0.66%
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NAME OF FIRM Clayton Utz

contact Jason Molin

contact emaiL jmolin@claytonutz.com

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 1,634

FLoor area 47,133m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

With 200 partners and over 1500 employees across six offices in Australia, we have 
built a reputation for excellence in legal services through our commercial 
approach, our ability to bring together legal teams with the optimum skills to 
match our clients’ needs, and our commitment to outstanding client service. We 
have a broad base of domestic and international public and private sector clients 
who view Clayton Utz as their trusted adviser to support them in achieving 
commercial outcomes. Clayton Utz is a leader of Australian law firms in Social 
Responsibility. Our Footprints environmental program commits us to 
environmental practices including quantifying and auditing our emissions and 
embedding sustainability into our procurement practices. Reflecting our ongoing 
commitment to reducing our environmental footprint, in 2013/14 we will 
implement the AusLSA Environmental Management System. This framework will 
help us to continually develop a systematic approach to identifying, managing 
and reducing our environmental impacts.

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e) 

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 5.18 - -

        company vehicles 0.00 - -

        refrigerants 16.21 0.01 -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 5,096.59 3.12 0.11

Scope 3

        Flights 3,205.61 1.96 0.07

        taxis 112.47 0.07 -

        hire cars 1.33 - -

        personal vehicles 1.81 - -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 0.00

voluntary carbon offsetting 0.00

TOTAL 0.00

TOTAL EMISSIONS 8,439.18

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 5.16

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.18

Once again this year, Clayton Utz has made a concerted 
effort to reduce our carbon footprint, with a particular 
emphasis on reducing our electricity consumption. We are 
very pleased to have achieved both of these goals; our 
energy consumption has fallen by 531 tonnes, and our overall 
emissions by 1,295 tonnes. We also achieved a 18% decrease 
in paper consumption over the past 12 months – a significant 
saving in comparison to last year’s decrease of 1%.     

Since we began reporting to AusLSA in 2010, we are proud to 
have reduced our overall carbon emissions by almost 20%, 
and  our overall paper consumption by almost 30%. In 
2013/14 we will focus on encouraging our employee’s  to 
engage with our environmental initiatives, and the 
implementation and  certification of the AusLSA 
Environmental Management System.  

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 195,355.79

recycled paper 27%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 83%

gLaSS 83%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 119.56 4.14

Firm LocationS

metaL 0%

e-WaSte 67%

organic 33%

purchased 
electricity 

88.10% 

Flights 
3.28%

personal 
vehicles 
0.53%

company vehicles 
7.91%

refrigerants 
0.11%

taxis 
0.08%

purchased 
electricity 
60.39% 

Flights
37.98% 

taxis
1.33%

other
0.29%
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NAME OF FIRM Coleman Greig

contact Warrick McLean

contact emaiL wmclean@colemangreig.com.au

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 82

FLoor area 1,279m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

Coleman Greig is western Sydney’s leading law firm, centrally located in 
Parramatta, at the heart of one of Australia’s most dynamic and largest 
economic regions.  Coleman Greig boasts a level of growth and success that has 
mirrored that of the business community in which we are based. The firm is 
committed to the ongoing development of its sustainability credentials and 
since 2008 has been an active participant in the NSW Sustainability Advantage 
program having achieved Silver status in 2011. The firm was proud to have been 
named Best Law Firm in Australia (revenue less than $50 million) in the 2013 BRW 
Client Choice Awards.    

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e) 

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 0.00 - -

        company vehicles 0.00 - -

        refrigerants 0.80 0.01 -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 128.87 1.57 0.10

Scope 3

        Flights 11.29 0.14 0.01

        taxis 0.66 0.01 -

        hire cars 0.01 - -

        personal vehicles 0.92 0.01 -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 9.52

voluntary carbon offsetting 0.00

TOTAL 9.52

TOTAL EMISSIONS 142.55

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 1.74

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.11

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 8,045.73

recycled paper 0%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 100%

gLaSS 100%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 98.12 6.29

Firm LocationS

metaL 100%

e-WaSte 0%

organic 0%

purchased 
electricity 
90.40% 

Flights
7.92% 

other
1.68%
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NAME OF FIRM Cooper Grace Ward Lawyers

contact Greg McClure

contact emaiL greg.mcclure@cgw.com.au

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 230

FLoor area 4,300m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

Cooper Grace Ward Lawyers is one of Australia’s fastest growing commercial law 
firms. Based in Brisbane, we offer a full range of corporate and commercial 
services to Queensland and nationally based clients.  Our sustainability journey 
started in 2008 and environmental and community sustainability is now an integral 
part of our People + Planet programme. People + Planet recognises the 
interconnectedness between Cooper Grace Ward Lawyers, our community and 
our environment. Corporate sustainability recognises that a company does not 
and should not act in isolation to the communities and environment within which 
it operates.    We believe in being a succesful law firm that delivers exceptional 
outcomes to its clients, creates exciting opportunities for its team, and 
contributes meaningfully to our community. We can only achieve this success if we 
are grounded on solid sustainability principles embedded in all that we do.

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e) 

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 0.00 - -

        company vehicles 0.00 - -

        refrigerants 3.01 0.01 -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 382.86 1.66 0.09

Scope 3

        Flights 57.59 0.25 0.01

        taxis 4.28 0.02 -

        hire cars - - -

        personal vehicles 1.59 0.01 -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 0.00

voluntary carbon offsetting 0.00

TOTAL 0.00

TOTAL EMISSIONS 449.33

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 1.95

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.10

It is noted in 2012/2013 Cooper Grace Ward returned to 
recycling through document destruction 8.295 tonnes of 
paper. As advised by the service provider, ShredX, this equates 
to 20.74 tonnes of carbon emissions saved.    In the 2013 year 
paper consumption has increased significantly compared to 
last year’s report. This is attributed to several large matters 
conducted throughout the year and the copying of files related 
to a partner leaving Cooper Grace Ward.

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 32,135.52

recycled paper 0%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 100%

gLaSS 100%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 139.72 7.47

Firm LocationS

metaL 100%

e-WaSte 100%

organic 100%

purchased 
electricity 
85.21% 

Flights
12.82% 

other
1.98%
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NAME OF FIRM Corrs Chambers Westgarth

contact Shona Mascarenhas 

contact emaiL shona.mascarenhas@corrs.com.au

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 1,097

FLoor area 20,817m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

Corrs is a premium independent law firm based in Australia, providing clients with 
world class service and innovative legal advice across  the full spectrum of 
business law.  With around 1000 employees and offices in Sydney, Melbourne, 
Brisbane and Perth, we have the resources to serve our clients needs, no matter 
how large the transaction or complex the issue.  We are consistently involved in 
the highest profile work in Australia and Asia-Pacific region.  Our Giving Back 
program provides a range of activities and commitments from  the firm that 
promote social responsibility.  It includes pro bono legal services, staff 
secondments and charitable donations to a wide variety of not-for-profit 
organisations.

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e) 

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 0.00 - -

        company vehicles 0.00 - -

        refrigerants 3.80 - -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 4,490.97 4.09 0.22

Scope 3

        Flights 677.57 0.62 0.03

        taxis 45.59 0.04 -

        hire cars 4.25 - -

        personal vehicles 1.17 - -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 0.00

voluntary carbon offsetting 0.00

TOTAL 0.00

TOTAL EMISSIONS 5,223.36

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 4.76

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.25

Corrs Sydney office’s will move in October 2013 to 8 Chifley 
Square.  8 Chifley will deliver exceptional environmental 
performance and sustainability.  The sustainability initiatives 
proposed should enable the achievement of six-star Green 
star and five-star NABERS Energy rating.  The development 
will hold a con-generation plant resulting in a reduced 
carbon footprint of 70 % for a typical build of this size.    Corrs 
Melbourne office will also move in 2015 to 567 Collins Street.   
567 Collins Street is registered to target a 6 Star Green Star 
– Office Design v2 rating with the Green Building Council of 
Australia and will use the latest technology to minimise water 
usage, improve indoor air quality and efficiency  We have 
recently implemented efiling and are currently in the process 
of rolling out new MFD’s along with new policies such as 
follow me print.    

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 73,766.25

recycled paper 0%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 0%

gLaSS 0%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 67.24 3.54

Firm LocationS

metaL 0%

e-WaSte 100%

organic 50%

purchased 
electricity 
85.98% 

Flights
12.97% 

other
1.05%
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NAME OF FIRM DLA Piper

contact Jeremy Bowick

contact emaiL jeremy.bowick@dlapiper.com

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 841

FLoor area 23,043m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

DLA Piper is a leading global business law firm with 4,200 lawyers in more than 30 
countries across the Americas, Asia Pacific, Europe and the Middle East.

In 2007, DLA Piper introduced a Global Sustainability Initiative, providing us with a 
strategic and integrated approach to managing the environmental impact of our 
business. In the same year, this approach enabled us to become the first law firm 
to achieve global certification to ISO 14001. We are now in our sixth year of global 
certification. Through our Global Sustainability Initiative and the sustained 
commitment of our people, we will continually strive to reduce our environmental 
impact in four key areas: energy, waste, travel and procurement.

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e) 

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 0.00 - -

        company vehicles 0.00 - -

        refrigerants 15.53 0.02 -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 2,445.61 2.91 0.11

Scope 3

        Flights 2,157.55 2.57 0.09

        taxis 45.88 0.05 -

        hire cars 0.00 - -

        personal vehicles 3.74 - -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 0.00

voluntary carbon offsetting 0.00

TOTAL 0.00

TOTAL EMISSIONS 4,668.31

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 5.55

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.20

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 117,896.98

recycled paper 0%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 100%

gLaSS 100%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 140.19 5.11

Firm LocationS

metaL 100%

e-WaSte 100%

organic 20%

purchased 
electricity 
52.39% 

Flights
46.22% 

other
1.40%

In all offices globally, we aim to reduce electrical energy 
consumption through implementing energy saving actions.  
We are committed to reducing paper use globally and 
recycling photocopier/printer cartridges, paper and plastics.

In 2011 we installed printers in over half of our offices which 
default to double- sided print and require personal collection 
to print, to reduce our paper usage and enhance information 
security.

In 2009 TelePresence virtual meeting technology was 
introduced to provide an effective alternative to travel.  This 
technology has now been implemented in over half of our 
offices worldwide.

Using our Sustainable Procurement Policy we take into 
account social, economic, ethical and environmental factors 
when making procurement decisions. We procure office 
paper made from recycled paper, ask existing contractors to 
use environmentally friendly options and, when negotiating 
new contracts, will give preference to vendors that use 
biodegradable products and follow sustainable practices.
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NAME OF FIRM FB Rice

contact Lesley Tanswell

contact emaiL ltanswell@fbrice.com.au

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 96

FLoor area 1,893m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

FB Rice is a firm of Patent and Trade Mark attorney’s with offices in Sydney and 
Melbourne. FB Rice works with a broad range of clients including local and 
international corporates and has relationships with a range of associate legals 
firms. Our advice encompasses legal, technical and strategic and is focussed on 
biotechnology, chemistry, engineering, medical technology, pharmaceuticals, 
software, information technology and trade marks.

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e)

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 0.00 - -

        company vehicles 0.00 - -

        refrigerants 1.05 0.01 -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 320.33 3.34 0.17

Scope 3

        Flights 318.69 3.32 0.17

        taxis 2.69 0.03 -

        hire cars 0.00 - -

        personal vehicles 0.21 - -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 0.00

voluntary carbon offsetting 642.96

TOTAL 642.96

TOTAL EMISSIONS 642.96

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 6.70

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.34

On 25 March 2013, our Melbourne office moved to larger 
premises. The floor area is therefore a simple weighted 
average for the year. 

Premium economy flights totalling 78,390 kms were included 
in business class travel total kms travelled.

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 10,111.42

recycled paper 0%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 100%

gLaSS 100%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 105.33 5.34

Firm LocationS

metaL 0%

e-WaSte 100%

organic 0%

purchased 
electricity 
49.82% 

Flights
49.57% 

other
0.61%
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NAME OF FIRM Gadens Lawyers

contact Vanessa Priestley

contact emaiL vpriestley@nsw.gadens.com.au

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 1,268

FLoor area 24,927m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

Gadens is a leading, independent Australian law firm with a significant footprint in 
the Asia Pacific region. We have offices in Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide 
and Perth, as well as in Port Moresby and in Singapore.  We have 145 partners and 
over 1200 staff across all of our offices.   We are a full services firm and offer a 
broad spectrum of legal services including: corporate and commercial; property, 
construction and planning; energy & resources; dispute resolution and litigation; 
banking and financial services; corporate risk and insurance; employment and 
safety; insolvency and recoveries; and aged care, not for profit and tax.   Gadens 
recognises that our enduring success requires economic growth that both 
protects and promotes social equity and ecological sustainability.  We 
enthusiastically seek to make a difference in the world by actively contributing to 
the development of the communities in which we operate and through support 
for emerging arts.

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e) 

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 0.00 - -

        company vehicles 0.00 - -

        refrigerants 2.41 - -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 2,757.51 2.17 0.11

Scope 3

        Flights 804.85 0.63 0.03

        taxis 28.78 0.02 -

        hire cars 0.30 - -

        personal vehicles 0.00 - -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 390.23

voluntary carbon offsetting 0.00

TOTAL 390.23

TOTAL EMISSIONS 3,593.85

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 2.83

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.14

Gadens is proud to have achieved an 8.5% reduction in our 
total tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (tCO2e) per 
employee. A significant achievement which helped facilitate 
the reduction was our promotion and utilisation of video 
conferencing technology. This played a significant role in 
dramatically decreasing our flight C02 emissions by a 
staggering 43%. In addition, we accomplished a 2.9% 
reduction in our net paper consumption per employee. We 
achieved this result through a number of measures including: 
default double-sided printing settings; swipe printing; the 
employment of electronic files; and the elimination of paper 
files in court, where practical. Our commitment to reducing 
our carbon footprint has been further emphasised this year 
with each of our five Australian offices reporting on their 
respective emissions and paper. This will provide our firm 
with an opportunity in 2014 to measure the impact of our 
sustainability initiatives on a national basis.

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 171,536.09

recycled paper 40%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 80%

gLaSS 80%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 135.28 6.88

Firm LocationS

metaL 40%

e-WaSte 60%

organic 20%

purchased 
electricity 
76.73% 

Flights
22.40% 

other
0.88%
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NAME OF FIRM Hall & Wilcox Lawyers

contact Scott Juza

contact emaiL scott.juza@hallandwilcox.com.au

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 236

FLoor area 5,555m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

Hall & Wilcox is a leading independent business law firm with 38 partners and 236 
employees. Hall & Wilcox is committed to consciously measuring the firm’s 
environmental impact and implementing initiatives to promote sustainable 
practices such as acquiring 25% green power, predominantly using 100% post 
consumer recycled paper, and giving all staff easy access to alternative means of 
transport for meetings.

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e) 

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 0.00 - -

        company vehicles 0.00 - -

        refrigerants 1.77 0.01 -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 525.58 2.23 0.09

Scope 3

        Flights 53.45 0.23 0.01

        taxis 6.00 0.03 -

        hire cars 0.00 - -

        personal vehicles 0.77 - -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 131.40

voluntary carbon offsetting 0.00

TOTAL 131.40

TOTAL EMISSIONS 587.56

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 2.49

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.11

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 38,201.63

recycled paper 81%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 100%

gLaSS 100%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 161.87 6.87

Firm LocationS

metaL 100%

e-WaSte 100%

organic 100%

purchased 
electricity 
89.45% 

Flights
9.10% taxis

1.02%

other
0.43%



24 AusLSA environmentaL report 2012 / 2013 

NAME OF FIRM Henry Davis York

contact Kelvin O’Connor

contact emaiL kelvin_oconnor@hdy.com.au

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 431

FLoor area 9,730m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

Henry Davis York is a commercial law firm recognised for its leading banking and 
financial services practice which includes internationally known experts with 
market-leading expertise and a second-to-none client list spanning all industry 
sectors. Our full spectrum of services includes Banking and Finance, Restructuring 
& Insolvency, Property & Construction, Environment & Planning, Dispute 
Resolution, Financial Services, Corporate & Commercial and Workplace Relations 
& Safety. Henry Davis York’s government group is the preferred legal partner of all 
government agencies relevant to our specialist areas which include governance & 
strategy, property, environment & planning, finance and procurement, statutory 
interpretation and decision making, commercial litigation and inquiries.

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e) 

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 0.00 - -

        company vehicles 0.00 - -

        refrigerants 2.85 0.01 -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 1,056.48 2.45 0.11

Scope 3

        Flights 285.02 0.66 0.03

        taxis 34.18 0.08 -

        hire cars 0.00 - -

        personal vehicles 0.00 - -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 359.63

voluntary carbon offsetting 1,019.00

TOTAL 1,378.63

TOTAL EMISSIONS 1,378.53

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 3.20

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.14

While there has been a 7% decrease from last year in carbon 
emissions from our electricity consumption, most of our 
energy efficiency initiatives were conducted in FY12, so there 
is little surprise that this is not higher. Our net total carbon 
emissions however, only presented a reduction of 2% from 
the previous year due to slight increases travel and taxi use. 
Paper use increased in absolute terms by about 1000 pages, 
which in itself is not material, however control of paper 
remains an issue that the firm will look at in more detail in the 
coming year. Note that some reporting inconsistencies will 
exist between the metrics reported here and our own 
sustainability report (Imagine6), due to inclusion of freight 
and waste.  

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 49,600.28

recycled paper 98%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 100%

gLaSS 100%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 115.08 5.09

Firm LocationS

metaL 100%

e-WaSte 50%

organic 0%

purchased 
electricity 
76.64% 

Flights
20.68% 

taxis
2.48%

other
0.21%



25AusLSA environmentaL report 2012 / 2013 

NAME OF FIRM Herbert Smith Freehills

contact Marco Tschannen

contact emaiL marco.tschannen@hsf.com

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 1,894

FLoor area 46,486m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

Herbert Smith Freehills is a global law firm with 2,800 lawyers in offices spanning 
Asia Pacific, EMEA and the US, and is the largest fully integrated firm in the 
Asia-Pacific region. On 1 October 2012 Freehills and Herbert Smith merged to 
form Herbert Smith Freehills.  

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e) 

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 6.13 - -

        company vehicles 0.00 - -

        refrigerants 3.53 - -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 6,860.59 3.62 0.15

Scope 3

        Flights 8,712.79 4.60 0.19

        taxis 128.52 0.07

        hire cars 0.00 - -

        personal vehicles 0.00 - -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 0.00

voluntary carbon offsetting 0.00

TOTAL 0.00

TOTAL EMISSIONS 15,711.56

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 8.30

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.34

Our global and Australian carbon footprints were increased 
this year due to increased longhaul air travel as a result of the 
merger. This was an unusual year for longhaul travel and we 
do not expect this to continue at this level. We are also 
working to minimise the impact of being a global firm 
through video-conferencing and online meeting 
facilities.  We are committed to reducing our environmental 
impact. This includes reducing energy and carbon,  food 
waste and increasing recycling in our offices, and our new 
Sydney premises has a 5-Star Green Star fit out.  

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 207,774.43

recycled paper 0%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 100%

gLaSS 100%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 109.70 4.46

Firm LocationS

metaL 0%

e-WaSte 100%

organic 50%

purchased 
electricity 
43.67% 

Flights
55.45% 

other
0.88%
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NAME OF FIRM Hunt & Hunt

contact Marnie Harper

contact emaiL mharper@hunthunt.com.au

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 311

FLoor area 8,214m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

Hunt & Hunt is a leading mid-tier Australian law firm that provides tailored legal 
advice to clients nationally and internationally. Our team advises a broad range of 
clients including large and small businesses, government departments, major 
insurance firms, not-for-profit organisations and private clients. We help clients 
achieve business objectives by combining legal expertise with relevant industry 
knowledge. Our dedication to ensuring our clients are on the forefront of industry 
and legal development together with our professionalism and innovativeness has 
seen us act as trusted advisor to some of Australia’s largest and most diverse 
organisations. As a national law firm, we have offices in Sydney, Melbourne, 
Adelaide, Perth, Hobart and Darwin. Hunt & Hunt is also the only mid-tier 
Australian law firm with a presence in China through our Shanghai office.  

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e) 

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 0.00 - -

        company vehicles 0.00 - -

        refrigerants 2.03 0.01 -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 740.31 2.38 0.09

Scope 3

        Flights 125.38 0.40 0.02

        taxis 7.10 0.02 -

        hire cars 0.59 - -

        personal vehicles 0.81 - -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 34.20

voluntary carbon offsetting 0.00

TOTAL 34.20

TOTAL EMISSIONS 876.22

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 2.82

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.11

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 41,571.65

recycled paper 24%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 100%

gLaSS 100%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 133.67 5.06

Firm LocationS

metaL 100%

e-WaSte 100%

organic 25%

purchased 
electricity 
84.49% 

Flights
14.31% 

other
1.20%
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NAME OF FIRM Jackson McDonald

contact Belinda King

contact emaiL bking@jacmac.com.au

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 227

FLoor area 3,853m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

Jackson McDonald is Western Australia’s largest independent law firm employing 
over 225 people including 30 Partners. By offering a full range of commercial legal 
services for over 90 years, we’ve played an integral role in shaping the State. We 
believe our depth of knowledge combined with breadth of service sets us apart in 
the WA legal market. We provide our clients with clear, concise legal advice that is 
tailored to all their commercial and operational needs. Our local presence 
enables us to service our clients on demand. We are ideally placed to advise 
companies, whether established or looking to grow their operations in our 
resource rich State. We’ve been awarded the Australasian Legal Business (ALB) 
Perth Law Firm of the Year award in 2007, 2008, 2009, 2011, 2012 and 2013. Our 
commitment to integrated service, commerciality and working collectively 
benefits our clients and enhances the quality of our firm.

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e) 

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 0.00 - -

        company vehicles 0.00 - -

        refrigerants 1.00 - -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 498.29 2.20 0.13

Scope 3

        Flights 95.43 0.42 0.02

        taxis 10.54 0.05 -

        hire cars 0.01 - -

        personal vehicles 0.00 - -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 0.00

voluntary carbon offsetting 0.00

TOTAL 0.00

TOTAL EMISSIONS 605.27

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 2.67

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.16

We have been conscious of our carbon emissions this year 
and initiatives within the business has seen our carbon 
footprint reduced. Our carbon dioxide emissions have been 
reduced by over 100 tonnes. These initiatives include new 
software that reduces our electricity consumption.  A 
firm-wide eFiling policy that has been implemented with the 
firm has seen our paper consumption decrease by 30kg a 
person per year. By our calculations we estimate each staff 
member is using 12 less reams of paper per year. Collectively, 
as a firm, we are saving 2700 reams of paper per year.

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 27,972.81

recycled paper 0%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 100%

gLaSS 100%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 123.23 7.26

Firm LocationS

metaL 0%

e-WaSte 100%

organic 0%

purchased 
electricity 
82.33% 

Flights
15.75% 

taxis
1.74%

other
0.17%
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NAME OF FIRM Kemp Strang

contact Roberta Haski

contact emaiL haskir@kempstrang.com.au

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 124

FLoor area 3,854m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

Kemp Strang is one of Sydeny’s most experienced commercial law firms. We are a 
firm which provides high quality legal services to our clients, including banking 
and finance; collections; dispute resolution and insolvency and regulatory, 
competition and consumer.  We are commited to reducing our impact on the 
environment and to continuing our role as a responsible corparate citizen.

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e)  

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 0.00 - -

        company vehicles 0.00 - -

        refrigerants 0.46 - -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 296.65 2.39 0.08

Scope 3

        Flights 10.50 0.08

        taxis 5.49 0.04

        hire cars 0.00 - -

        personal vehicles 0.00 - -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 72.54

voluntary carbon offsetting 6.00

TOTAL 78.54

TOTAL EMISSIONS 313.10

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 2.53

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.08

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 12,544.33

recycled paper 84%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 100%

gLaSS 100%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 101.16 3.25

Firm LocationS

metaL 100%

e-WaSte 100%

organic 0%

purchased 
electricity 
94.75% 

taxis
1.75%

Flights
3.35%

other
0.15%
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NAME OF FIRM King & Wood Mallesons

contact Warren Booth

contact emaiL warren.booth@au.kwm.com

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 1,473

FLoor area 26,459m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

King & Wood Mallesons is a powerhouse law firm brand designed for the Asian 
Century. Together with clients we are re-shaping legal excellence and delivering a 
fresh perspective for businesses across the globe. As the only law firm 
headquartered in the Asian region we are uniquely positioned to practice 
Australian, PRC, Hong Kong and English law. Our approach to client service is 
galvanized by one simple belief - that we can create real value.

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e) 

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 0.00 - -

        company vehicles 0.00 - -

        refrigerants 14.59 0.01 -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 5,141.53 3.49 0.19

Scope 3

        Flights 2,547.15 1.73 0.10

        taxis 175.80 0.12 0.01

        hire cars 3.68 - -

        personal vehicles 0.00 - -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 0.00

voluntary carbon offsetting 0.00

TOTAL 0.00

TOTAL EMISSIONS 7,882.75

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 5.35

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.30

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 162,837.43

recycled paper 0%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 100%

gLaSS 100%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 110.55 6.15

Firm LocationS

metaL 100%

e-WaSte 100%

organic 100%

purchased 
electricity 
65.23% 

Flights
32.31% 

taxis
2.23%

other
0.23%
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NAME OF FIRM Lander & Rogers

contact Jenny Flintoff

contact emaiL jflintoff@landers.com.au

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 445

FLoor area 7,004m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

Lander & Rogers is a leading independent Australian law firm operating nationally 
from Melbourne and Sydney. We provide practical legal advice, along with 
exceptional client service, and we are renowned in Australia for our down to earth 
and friendly culture. For our firm, legal services are more than just the law – 
practical, commercial advice and exceptional client service are equally important 
to our clients and to us. Our commitment to our client relationships, both 
professional and personal, is one of the reasons we believe we stand out from 
other firms.  Lander & Rogers aims to be an industry leader in implementing 
sustainable business practices that minimise harm and maximise benefit to the 
environment and our local community. We are committed to an environmentally 
sustainable future for Australia through understanding the impact our firm has on 
the environment and taking steps to minimise our environmental footprint.  

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e) 

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 0.00 - -

        company vehicles 0.00 - -

        refrigerants 4.68 0.01 -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 815.25 1.83 0.12

Scope 3

        Flights 740.05 1.66 0.11

        taxis 37.63 0.08 0.01

        hire cars 0.17 - -

        personal vehicles 2.03 - -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 0.00

voluntary carbon offsetting 0.00

TOTAL 0.00

TOTAL EMISSIONS 1,599.81

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 3.60

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.23

Over the last 12 months we have replaced all light fittings 
with energy efficient T5 fittings and have reduced the number 
of computers left on overnight from 30% to less than 5%.    

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 49,364.61

recycled paper 10%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 100%

gLaSS 100%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 110.93 7.04

Firm LocationS

metaL 100%

e-WaSte 100%

organic 50%

purchased 
electricity 
50.96% 

Flights
46.26% 

taxis
2.35%

other
0.43%
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NAME OF FIRM Maddocks

contact Catherine Saliba

contact emaiL catherine.saliba@maddocks.com.au

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 520

FLoor area 10,520m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

Maddocks provide premium legal services to corporations, businesses and 
governments throughout Australia and internationally from offices in Canberra, 
Melbourne and Sydney. We advise across a diverse range of industry sectors.     
Our brand and business reputation is successfully built on strong client 
relationships. Our customised service is based on a deep understanding of our 
clients’ legal requirements in the context of their business objectives. We are 
highly regarded for our exceptional, practical legal services that add value to our 
clients’ businesses.  

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e) 

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 0.00 - -

        company vehicles 0.00 - -

        refrigerants 0.99 - -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 1,391.04 2.68 0.13

Scope 3

        Flights 507.13 0.98 0.05

        taxis 23.34 0.04 -

        hire cars 0.00 - -

        personal vehicles 0.00 - -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 347.75

voluntary carbon offsetting 0.00

TOTAL 347.75

TOTAL EMISSIONS 1,922.50

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 3.70

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.18

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 56,968.63

recycled paper 98%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 100%

gLaSS 100%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 109.56 5.41

Firm LocationS

metaL 67%

e-WaSte 100%

organic 0%

purchased 
electricity 
72.36% 

Flights
26.38% 

taxis
1.21%

other
0.05%
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NAME OF FIRM McCullough Robertson

contact Michael Cusack

contact emaiL mcusack@mccullough.com.au

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 449

FLoor area 7,893m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

McCullough Robertson is a leading Australian independent law firm with industry 
specialists combining legal expertise with deep industry knowledge and 
foresight. With offices in Brisbane, Sydney and Newcastle, the firm provides 
innovative, relevant and commercial legal solutions to major corporate, 
government and high net worth individuals across Australia and internationally. 
Established in 1926 the firm’s major focus areas are the resources, food and 
agribusiness, technology, telecommunications, health and life sciences, real 
estate and financial services sectors.

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e) 

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 0.00 - -

        company vehicles 3.95 0.01 -

        refrigerants 5.41 0.01 -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 1,055.67 2.35 0.13

Scope 3

        Flights 280.46 0.62 0.04

        taxis 23.35 0.05 -

        hire cars 1.73 - -

        personal vehicles 5.67 0.01 -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 933.85

voluntary carbon offsetting 0.00

TOTAL 933.85

TOTAL EMISSIONS 1,376.23

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 3.07

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.17

During the 2013 reporting season we picked up a data entry 
error from our 2012 report.  The flight miles travelled were 
entered as kilometres but ‘miles’ was selected as the 
calculation unit.  This error virtually doubled our flight 
emissions for 2012 and explains the enormous reduction in 
that category we’ve achieved this year.  The firm took 
additional space in Sydney adding 323.4m2 in June.  The 
space was not included in this year’s reporting as it was only 
occupied for the last two weeks of the financial year.  It will be 
included in next year’s report.    

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 60,319.23

recycled paper 0%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 100%

gLaSS 100%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 134.34 7.64

Firm LocationS

metaL 0%

e-WaSte 100%

organic 33%

purchased 
electricity 
76.71% 

Flights
20.38% 

taxis
1.70%

other
1.22%
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NAME OF FIRM McInnes Wilson Lawyers

contact Elizabeth Rowe

contact emaiL erowe@mcw.com.au

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 237

FLoor area 2,874m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

McInnes Wilson Lawyers is one of the largest Queensland-based law firms, ranked 
among the top 100 privately-owned companies in the state.    Since the firm’s 
establishment in 1975, we have grown to include 24 Principals and over 200 staff  
located in three offices – Brisbane, Southport and Maroochydore.    The firm 
consistently out-performs larger competitors on value, service and technical 
excellence across a broad range of specialised legal services including 
commercial, insurance, property and personal services.

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e) 

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 0.00 - -

        company vehicles 19.32 0.08 0.01

        refrigerants 0.24 - -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 308.70 1.30 0.11

Scope 3

        Flights 38.93 0.16 0.01

        taxis 5.49 0.02 -

        hire cars 0.00 - -

        personal vehicles 2.64 0.01 -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 0.00

voluntary carbon offsetting 0.00

TOTAL 0.00

TOTAL EMISSIONS 375.32

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 1.58

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.13

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 35,668.78

recycled paper 0%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 100%

gLaSS 100%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 150.50 12.41

Firm LocationS

metaL 0%

e-WaSte 60%

organic 0%

purchased 
electricity 
82.25% 

Flights
10.37% 

company
vehicles
5.15% 

taxis
1.46%

other
0.77%
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NAME OF FIRM Minter Ellison 

contact Diana Owens

contact emaiL diana.owens@minterellison.com

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 1,538

FLoor area 36,994m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

Minter Ellison is an international law firm with an enterprise workforce of about 
1,600 people in Australia.  As one of the leading full service law firms in the Asia 
Pacific region and a key adviser to leading domestic and multinational 
companies and to government, the firm has built a pre-eminent reputation in 
industry sectors that are key to the region’s economic growth – infrastructure, 
energy and resources, banking and financial services, telecommunications, 
property development and international trade.     Minter Ellison embraces 
responsibilities that extend beyond its client work. Through its Community 
Investment Programme, which brings together the firm’s pro bono legal 
services, community partnerships, charitable donations and volunteering 
efforts. The firm also sees sound environmental practices as part of its broader 
commitment to corporate social responsibility. It continues to seek new 
opportunities to improve its environmental performance and report progress to 
its clients and the wider community.

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e) 

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 3.37 3.37 -

        company vehicles 2.91 2.91 -

        refrigerants 15.64 0.01 -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 5,298.66 3.45 0.14

Scope 3

        Flights 1,045.94 0.68 0.03

        taxis 89.76 0.06 -

        hire cars 0.00 - -

        personal vehicles 0.00 - -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 0.00

voluntary carbon offsetting 0.00

TOTAL 0.00

TOTAL EMISSIONS 6,456.28

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 4.20

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.17

Minter Ellison has continued to reduce, recycle and reuse 
during the year under review. Despite adding another office 
and increasing the floor area year on year by 5.5%, with a 
marginal increase in headcount, gross total emissions have 
reduced by over 200t CO2e or 3.5%. Naturally enough, both 
emissions per m2 and headcount have further reduced by 
8.6% and 4.0% respectively. It has been pleasing to note that 
although purchased electricity volumes have been 
successfully contained, flights and taxis emissions have fallen 
by over 12%. Improvements to pre-trip authorisation 
processes, the TelePresence facilities in each state and an 
upgrade to the video conferencing network have all 
contributed to this significant, and hopefully permanent, shift 
to a lower base.  

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 223,842.69

recycled paper 39%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 100%

gLaSS 90%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 145.54 6.05

Firm LocationS

metaL 90%

e-WaSte 100%

organic 20%

purchased 
electricity 
82.07% 

Flights
16.20% 

taxis
1.39%

other
0.34%
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NAME OF FIRM Norton Rose Fulbright

contact Tim Armstrong

contact emaiL tim.armstrong@nortonrosefulbright.com

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 1,058

FLoor area 25,579m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

Norton Rose Fulbright is proud to be a founding member of AusLSA and is 
continually looking to reduce its carbon footprint and effect on the environment.      
It invests in green technology such as motion sensors, energy efficient lighting, 
automatic shutdown of idle computers and video conferencing and participates in 
voluntary reporting on (tenancy) environmental performance via NABERS and 
CitySwitch. In 2011 Norton Rose Fulbright won the CitySwitch NSW Signatory of 
the Year Award for offices over 2,000 square metres. Norton Rose Fulbright 
continues to measure and improve upon the efficiency of its office tenancies and 
reduce its impact on the environment.    

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e) 

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 0.00 - -

        company vehicles 0.00 - -

        refrigerants 3.44 - -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 3,496.00 3.30 0.14

Scope 3

        Flights 4,705.07 4.45 0.18

        taxis 15.91 0.02 -

        hire cars 1.83 - -

        personal vehicles 0.00 - -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 0.00

voluntary carbon offsetting 0.00

TOTAL 0.00

TOTAL EMISSIONS 8,222.25

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 7.77

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.32

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 124,329.63

recycled paper 0%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 100%

gLaSS 100%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 117.51 4.86

Firm LocationS

metaL 100%

e-WaSte 100%

organic 20%

purchased 
electricity 
42.52% 

Flights
57.22% 

other
0.26%
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NAME OF FIRM Russell Kennedy

contact Michael Rhodes

contact emaiL mrhodes@rk.com.au

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 210

FLoor area 4,850m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

Russell Kennedy is a full service commercial law firm based in Melbourne. The 
firm has 29 partners and consists of more than 200 personnel, and offers a 
comprehensive range of commercial legal services to its clients. Our size 
enables us to effectively manage large or complex matters, while at the same 
time deliver the hands on, personalised approach of a smaller firm. Possessing 
expertise across all major aspects of commercial law we are viewed as one of 
Victoria’s leading law firms in industries including, Property Development, Aged 
Care & Retirement Living, Public Law including, Local, State and Federal 
Government, Health including hospitals and medical facilities and Medium to 
Large companies, including retail, manufacturing and not for profits. We are 
committed to the provision of quality, practical and solutions focused advice 
along with the development of a partnership with each and every client.    

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e) 

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 0.00 - -

        company vehicles 0.00 - -

        refrigerants 0.69 - -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 450.45 2.15 0.09

Scope 3

        Flights 73.04 0.35 0.02

        taxis 7.51 0.04 -

        hire cars 0.00 - -

        personal vehicles 3.31 0.02 -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 0.00

voluntary carbon offsetting 0.00

TOTAL 0.00

TOTAL EMISSIONS 535.00

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 2.55

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.11

Since Russell Kennedy started reporting in 2011 our total 
emissions have reduced by 16%. Our participation in this 
reporting exercise has contributed to this result by 
highlighting our shortcomings and providing impetus for 
change. Flight emissions have increased this year due to 
increased interstate business activities and staff on Interstate 
secondment. Electricity emissions are down. This is a result of 
a PC refresh with solid state drives replacing disk drives, new 
LED monitors replacing old LCD monitors and the 
introduction of sleep mode for inactive computers.  Halogen 
globes are also being replaced as required with 10 watt LED 
globes. Paper consumption is also down thanks to a push on 
double sided printing, the education of staff regarding 
wastage and an increase in electronic file management  

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 25,544.26

recycled paper 0%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 100%

gLaSS 100%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 121.64 5.26

Firm LocationS

metaL 0%

e-WaSte 100%

organic 0%

purchased 
electricity 
84.20% 

Flights
13.65% 

taxis
1.40%

other
0.75%
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NAME OF FIRM Swaab Attorneys

contact Paul Barbour

contact emaiL pxb@swaab.com.au

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 70

FLoor area 1,620m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

Swaab Attorneys is a commercial law firm located in Sydney. With 14 partners, 
we’ve been helping our clients’ businesses grow for over 30 years. In recent 
years we have been recognised for both our excellent client service and our 
exceptional work environment. As well as offering a full range of commercial law 
solutions, we also have a highly regarded private client practice bringing the 
commercial acumen we are known for into the areas of family law and estate 
planning. We are committed to our green initiatives, both simple and complex, 
which include stationery recycling drives, waste recycling, reducing power 
usage through such initiatives as lighting reductions and introduced utilities to 
avoid unnecessary printing.

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e) 

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 0.00 - -

        company vehicles 0.00 - -

        refrigerants 1.18 0.02 -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 143.97 2.06 0.09

Scope 3

        Flights 32.34 0.46 0.02

        taxis 3.43 0.05 -

        hire cars 0.00 - -

        personal vehicles 0.00 - -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 0.00

voluntary carbon offsetting 0.00

TOTAL 0.00

TOTAL EMISSIONS 180.91

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 2.58

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.11

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 10,207.50

recycled paper 0%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 100%

gLaSS 100%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 145.82 6.30

Firm LocationS

metaL 0%

e-WaSte 0%

organic 0%

purchased 
electricity 
79.58% 

Flights
17.87% 

taxis
1.89%

other
0.65%
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NAME OF FIRM The Lantern Legal Group Pty Ltd

contact Jim Gamble

contact emaiL jgamble@lanternlegal.com.au

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 131

FLoor area 3,167m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

The Lantern Legal Group P/L trading as Harwood Andrews and Sladen Legal 
provides specialised legal services to its public authority and private and family 
business clients from its offices in Geelong, Melbourne and Ballarat.  We are 
committed to attracting and retaining the best legal talent and challenging and 
inspiring our staff to exceed client expectations. We have a proud record of 
being active and respected in the communities in which we practice and as such 
are a significant provider of legal services to charitable and other not for profit 
organisations.  Our primary areas of practice are: -Business and corporate -Tax, 
duties and superannuation -Asset and succession planning and asset protection 
-Trusts, intellectual property and franchising -Litigation and dispute resolution 
-Building and construction -Property and Leasing -Workplace relations and 
employment -Public law, planning and environment -Family.

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e) 

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 0.00 - -

        company vehicles 24.13 0.18 0.01

        refrigerants 0.27 - -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 308.74 2.36 0.10

Scope 3

        Flights 8.61 0.07 -

        taxis 0.30 - -

        hire cars 0.04 - -

        personal vehicles 2.12 0.02 -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy 0.00

voluntary carbon offsetting 0.00

TOTAL 0.00

TOTAL EMISSIONS 344.20

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 2.63

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.11

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 13,666.51

recycled paper 0%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 100%

gLaSS 100%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 104.32 4.31

Firm LocationS

metaL 100%

e-WaSte 100%

organic 0%

purchased 
electricity 
89.70% 

company
vehicles
7.01% 

Flights
2.50%

other
0.79%
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NAME OF FIRM Wotton + Kearney

contact Karen Kelly

contact emaiL karen.kelly@wottonkearney.com.au

reporting perioD FY 2012 - 2013

heaDcoUnt 156

FLoor area 2,586m2

ABOUT THE FIRM 

Wotton + Kearney opened in Sydney in 2002 with a team of 6 lawyers. In 11 
years the firm has grown to 85 specialist insurance lawyers including 25 in the 
Melbourne office which opened in 2007 and 4 in the Brisbane office which 
opened in July 2013. The firm’s expansion has come about purely through 
organic growth, as opposed to the merger activity seen in many Australian   
firms in recent years.

        CARBON EMISSIONS FOOTPRINT (tonnes CO
2

e) 

Scope 1

totaL per heaD per m2 FLoor area

        natural gas 0.00 - -

        company vehicles 0.00 - -

        refrigerants 0.42 - -

Scope 2

        purchased electricity 319.70 2.05 0.12

Scope 3

        Flights 160.62 1.03 0.06

        taxis 13.24 0.08 0.01

        hire cars 0.00 - -

        personal vehicles 0.00 - -

        CARBON MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

tonnes co
2

e

green energy  22.43

voluntary carbon offsetting 0.00

TOTAL 22.43

TOTAL EMISSIONS 493.98

t co
2
eEMISSIONS PER HEAD 3.17

EMISSIONS PER M2 FLOOR AREA 0.19

This is the second year we have reported on our 
environmental footprint.  The year has been one of continued 
growth.  There has been an increased amount of travel 
between offices and overseas driven by new business 
opportunities and running matters arising out of significant 
events in other countries.

AusLSA ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 2013

       PAPER AND WASTE

groSS

paper (kg) 23,717.44

recycled paper 65%

recYcLing FaciLitieS avaiLaBLe

Firm LocationS

paper 100%

pLaStic 100%

gLaSS 100%

normaLiSeD

per head per m2 floor area

paper (kg) 152.03 9.17

Firm LocationS

metaL 100%

e-WaSte 100%

organic 0%

purchased 
electricity 
64.72% 

Flights
32.51% 

taxis
2.68%

other
0.09%
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METHODOLOGY
STANDARDS OF REPORTING

The AusLSA Environmental Reporting Tool (ERT) has 
been designed to capture and report information 
about the material environmental impacts of the 
legal sector. There is a strong focus on greenhouse 
gas emissions, but other impacts, such as paper use 
and waste, are also captured.

The ERT has been developed by the sector, for the 
sector, in line with globally recognised greenhouse 
gas (GHG) reporting standards including the GHG 
Protocol and ISO 14064.

Specifically, the ERT has been designed to align with 
the overarching principles of:

•	 Relevance
•	 Completeness
•	 Consistency
•	 Accuracy
•	 Transparency

While AusLSA has taken care to develop a 
measurement methodology that is robust and 
accurate, the ERT also accounts for the fact that law 
firms can sometimes struggle with the collection of 
certain types of data, either because of their 
operational circumstances or because the internal 
systems for collecting non-financial data do not exist.

For this reason, the ERT gives users the option to 
enter data that should be readily available (such as 
taxi expenditure, or number of flights taken) rather 
than requiring detailed activity data (such as taxi or 
flight mileage). While these figures can be less 
accurate than some other metrics, they are often the 

only ones available to law firms. In these examples, if 
firms have more precise data available (such as the 
exact distance travelled), they are encouraged to 
enter this information in the tool for a more accurate 
emissions figure.

DIFFERENCES TO OTHER SCHEMES

Reporting via the AusLSA ERT is unique because it is 
the only benchmarked environmental reporting 
system for law firms in Australia. Firms reporting 
through AusLSA all report using the same 
boundaries and methodologies. This is different from 
traditional internal sustainability reporting, where 
firms will set their own scope and use different 
assumptions and factors.

The data requirements, scope and methodology of 
the ERT have been developed specifically for the 
legal sector. This means that the tool should be 
straightforward to use, and will produce a report that 
covers the most material environmental impacts for 
most law firms.

EMISSIONS FACTORS

The ERT uses the latest emissions factors from a 
variety of sources, most notably the National 
Greenhouse Accounts (NGA). The NGA factors are 
published by the Australian Government. The factors 
are updated annually and are available online, free of 
charge, at                                                                   
www.climatechange.gov.au/climate-change/
greenhouse-gas-measurement-and-reporting/
tracking-australias-greenhouse-gas-emissions/
national-greenhouse-accounts-
factors%E2%80%94july-2013
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AusLSA REPORTING MEMBERS

AusLSA MEMBERS
Henry Davis York

Clayton Utz

Maddocks

Norton Rose Fulbright 
Australia

DLA Piper

McCullough Robertson

Swaab Attorneys

Jackson McDonald

King & Wood Mallesons

Russell Kennedy

Hall & Wilcox

Gadens Lawyers (Qld)

Lander & Rogers

Allens Linklaters

Coleman Greig

SRB Legal

FB Rice

Hunt & Hunt

Cooper Grace Ward

Minter Ellison

Cornwall Stodart

Kemp Strang

Lavan Legal

Corrs Chambers Westgarth

Blands Law

Gadens Lawyers (NSW)

Webb Henderson

Slater & Gordon

Harwood Andrews

McInnes Wilson

Carroll & O’Dea

Wotton + Kearney

Stacks, the Law Firm

Thynne & McCartney

Ashurst

Holding Redlich

Herbert Smith Freehills

Shine Lawyers

Finlaysons

Holman Webb

Catherine Henry Partners

Dibbs Barker

TressCox Laywers

Sparke Helmore

Gilbert + Tobin

An additional four AusLSA Members submitted Environmental Reports for inclusion in our 
analyses of the sector but elected not to publish.

The AusLSA Annual Report 2013 was printed on 100% post-consumer waste recycled, carbon-neutral paper stock. It is also available for 
download at www.legalsectoralliance.com.au/reporting.


